
 

South America 

The Discreet Hero by Mario Vargas Llosa – An insurance 

company owner crosses paths with a blackmail victim in Peru. 

The Gold Eaters by Ronald Wright – A young Incan boy gets 

swept into Francisco Pizarro's 16th-century conquest of Peru. 

Ways to Disappear by Idra Novey-  When a famous Brazilian 

novelist goes missing, her American translator searches for her. 

What We Become by Arturo Perez-Reverte - A tango dancer 

turned thief and a society woman engage in a passionate affair. 

North America 

As Close to Us as Breathing by Elizabeth Poliner- In 1948, a 
trio of sisters experience joy and pain as they vacation together. 
 
City of the Lost by Kelley Armstrong – A detective is faced 
with a murder in a town off the grid in the wilds of Canada. 
 

LaRose by Louise Erdrich – After accidentally killing a child on 
a reservation, a man gives the child’s family his son. 
 
The Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman - The story of 
the mother of painter Camille Pissarro set on St. Thomas. 
 
The Opposite of Everyone by Joshilyn Jackson – A lawyer’s life 
is upended after getting a message from her estranged mother. 
 
 The Passenger by Lisa Lutz- A woman creates and sheds new 
identities as she crisscrosses the USA to escape her past. 
 
Terror in Taffeta by Marla Cooper- A wedding planner must 
solve the murder of a bridesmaid in Mexico. 
 

Novel Destinations 

Britt-Marie Was Here by Fredrik Backman – A fussy woman 

leaves her husband and finds her life turned upside-down. 

The Curious Charms of Arthur Pepper by Phaedra Patrick- 

An English widower goes on a quest to discover his wife’s past. 
 
Every Heart a Doorway by Seanan McGuire-What happens to 
children who visit fantasy lands when they return to reality? 

 
Flight of Dreams by Ariel Lawhon  -A fictional account of the 
1937 flight and the crash of  the airship Hindenburg. 
 
A Murder in Time by Julie McElwain – A tough, modern female 
FBI finds herself chasing a killer in the 19th century England. 
 
The Travelers by Chris Pavone- A beautiful woman draws a 
married travel writer into a web of international intrigue. 
 
When the Moon Is Low by Nadia Hashimi-a former teacher 
tries to escapes from Afghanistan to England with her children. 
 

Non-Fiction 

The Bad-Ass Librarians of Timbuktu by Joshua Hammer-A 

devoted collector of manuscripts outwits militant jihadis. 

Lab Girl by Hope Jahren – Memoir of a biologist whose love of 

plants takes her across the United States and to the North Pole. 

The Only Street in Paris by Elaine Sciolino – A former Paris 

Bureau Chief of the NYT tells of her favorite Parisian street. 

Pirate Hunters by Robert Kurson – The adventures of treasure 

hunters as they try to find a 17th century sunken pirate ship.  



 

Asia/Middle East 
 

Before We Visit the Goddess by Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni- A 
poor baker's daughter in India dreams of going to college.  

Beijing Red by Alex Ryan –An ex-Navy SEAL goes to China and 
stumbles into a conspiracy related to a deadly disease outbreak. 

The Expatriates by Janice Y. K. Lee –Three American women 
living in Hong Kong experience love, loss and uncertain futures. 

Re Jane by Patricia Park – A half-Korean orphan from Queens 
flies to Seoul after a death and reconnects with her family. 

The Rent Collector by Cameron Wright - A Cambodian 
woman attempts to save her ailing son from a life of poverty. 

Saving Sophie by Ronald Balson – The retrieval of a kidnapped 
girl is complicated by a terrorism plot against Israel. 

The Translation of Love by Lynne Kutsukake – Returning to 
Japan after WWII, a girl searches for her friend’s missing sister. 

 

Africa 

Circling the Sun by Paula McLain –A fictional account of the 
life of aviator Beryl Markham set in Kenya in the 1920’s. 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi-Two half-sisters, unknown to each 
other live very different lives in 18th century Ghana.  

Something to Hide by Deborah Moggach- The lives of four 
women from far-flung places interconnect in West Africa. 

The Tears of Dark Water by Corban Addison - Somali pirates 
highjack a sailboat taking an American father and son hostage. 

 

Australia 

A Drop in the Ocean by Jenni Ogden- After a career setback, a 
woman flees Boston to an island on the Great Barrier Reef. 

Railwayman’s Wife by Ashley Hay –In the aftermath of World 
War II, a widow, a poet, and a doctor search for peace. 

Relativity by Antonia Hayes - A gifted boy tries to discover the 
truth about his past despite his overprotective mother. 

Tumbledown Manor by Helen Brown – A novelist starts a new 
life as she renovates her family’s dilapidated country manor.  

 

Europe 

Sisi by Allison Pataki –The Empress Elisabeth of Austria-

Hungary reigns during a vibrant but volatile time.  

Garden of Letters by Alyson Richman- A cello prodigy 
involved in the resistance in Italy is taken in by a doctor.  

I Let You Go by Clare Mackintosh – A mother moves to Wales 
after her son’s death as the investigation of his death continues. 

A Strangeness in My Mind by Orhan Pamuk- The tale of an 

Istanbul street vendor and the love of his life. 

This Too Shall Pass by Milena Busquets- After her mother’s 
death, a woman leaves Barcelona for an idyll of sun, sea and sex. 

I'm Traveling Alone by Samuel Bjor – Two Norwegian 

detectives reunite to hunt down a vengeful child killer. 

The Yid by Paul Goldberg - A Jewish actor’s response to the 
Moscow pogrom triggers a zany and deadly series of events. 

 


